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The Spirit of “the Stone Tablet Inscribed with the Vow on the National Unity”
in Yunnan in the Perspective of Constructing a Modern State with Chinese Characteristics
LIAO Linyan
( School of Government Yunnan University Kunming 650091 China)

Abstract “The stone tablet inscribed with the vow on the national unity” in Yunnan provides a typical case for observing China’ s mod—
ern state building with Chinese characteristics. The essence of “the stone tablet inscribed with the vow on the national unity” reveals
the spirit of “always following the Communist Party of China and adhering to the patriotic dedication the great unity of the Chinese
nation and a shared destiny” whose very core is the spirit of the “community with a shared destiny”. This spirit has derived from the
dual logic of “emotion — based spiritual construction” and “spiritual construction relying on the oath of alliance” while the former is
the key to the formation of the sense of the community with a shared destiny embodied in the ritual ceremony and the latter is the inno—
vative development and creative application of the traditional vow — based ritual in the sublimation process of realizing the common be—
liefs of all the ethnic groups of Yunnan through the top — down enhancement of the sense of the community with a shared destiny. The
top — down enhancement process for identity construction and the bottom — up process of identity expression plus the emotion — based
governance and the creative application of the excellent traditional Chinese culture embodied in the spirit of “the stone tablet inscribed
with the vow on the national unity” have much historic significance to promoting the construction of a modern state and the community
with a shared destiny a mirror of typical Chinese characteristics and wisdom in the process of constructing a modern state on the basis
of its actual conditions and tradition.

Key words: construction of a modern state with Chinese characteristics; spirit of “the stone tablet inscribed with the vow on the nation—
al unity”; sense of the community of the Chinese nation; emotion — based spiritual construction; spiritual construction relying on the

oath of alliance
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