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Abstracts of the Major Articles

United Front and Security: Two Foci of New China’ s Religious Policy

Xu Yihua Liu Qian
Since the People” s Republic of China was founded sixty years ago, China’ s religious landscapes
as well as the Communist Party of China’ s policy toward religion have undergone significant changes.
National security and United Front, however, have remained as the two major considerations of this poli—
cy, even though the relationship between these two considerations has changed over time. The paper at—
tempts to analyze the interactions between these two policy lines and provide a new angle to examine the

history of CPC” s religious policy.

Soldiers and Buddhism of Youzhou in Tang Dynasty
Liu Qinli
By using stone inscriptions compilation of Fangshan, this article investigates the following three as—
pects. First, military officers of Youzhou made a significant contribution for Buddhist stone carvings. Sec—
ond, it had some characteristics of their buddhism aspirations, such as blessing Jiedushi and his families
having good fortune and peace, happy birthday to the Jiedushi, and blessing him making contributions to
the country. Third, by stone inscriptions compilation of Fangshan, we can see that Buddhism had been
used as a political propaganda tool by some of soldiers in Youzhou, military unrest, and the soldiers’

strong concept of regionalism, etc.

Pagan Elements in the Social Customs of Early Christanity
Lin Zhongze

Along with successful rise of Christianity, many pagan customs were not given up completely, but
rather transformed gradually as Christian customs. Christian funeral customs, including Viaticum, kiss of
peace, closing of the eyes and mouth of the deceased, washing of the body, and embalming or anointing
of the body, etc. , can find each prototype in related customs of the pagan world; Christian dream and vi—
sion have a close connexion with pagan divination of dream; Many important festivals of Christianity can
also trace to Greco — Roman world and even remote Oriental world. Although there is a so intimate histor—
ical relation between Christian customs and pagan ones, the former is not absolutely a simple reproduction
of the latter, and while Christian customs inherited forms of pagan customs, some new substance must

come into being sooner or later.

On the Literary Work and It’ s Influences of Christianity
in the Ethnic Minorities in Southwestern China in Modern History
Chen Jianming
Ever since western missions entered into southwest China in the latter half of the 19th century, the
missionary enterprise had made great progress among the minority population. The literary work contribu—
ted a lot to this development. By the way of translating and publishing the Bible, compiling hymns, tracts
and textbooks, the missionaries helped minority people learn to read. Meanwhile, these publications

served as powerful tools for the missionaries to spread the Gospel.
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