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THE INFLUENCES OF THE BRONZES OF THE MIDDLE
AND LOWER REACHES OF THE YANGTZE RIVER TO THE
CENTRAL PLAINS IN THE EARLY ZHOU DYNASTY

by
Chen Xiaosan

It is generally believed by the academic circle that the bronzes of Zhou Dynasty in the
Central Plains were constantly influencing the bronze cultures in the peripheral areas during
their developments. This viewpoint tends to make us neglect the adoption and absorption of
the cultural elements in the peripheral areas by the bronze culture of the Central Plains in its
developing process. Based on the mold parting methods, décor motifs, general shapes and
other factors of the bronzes, this paper pointed out that a kind of kui-dragon design in curl-
ing-cloud shape and decorated with “¢>”-shaped pattern which was seen on the bronzes in the
Central Plains during the Western Zhou Dynasty had relationship with the middle and lower
reaches of the Yangtze River; in terms of general shape, there were also five kinds of ding-
tripods related to the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, which were the ding-
tripods with wide mouth and shallow belly. the ding-tripods with contracted neck, the ding-
tripods with raised strip in abdomen, the ding-tripods with sagging belly and the ding-tri-
pods with shallow belly and short legs. Some of these bronzes found in the Central Plains
had typical styles of the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River; some of them have
the shapes of typical styles of the Central Plains, but their decors and/or details of parts have
absorbed some cultural elements of the bronzes from the middle and lower reaches of the
Yangtze River and showed the hybrid of two kinds of cultural elements. In terms of weapon,
the swallowtail-shaped spearheads seen occasionally in the Central Plains would also appear
under the influence from the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River; in terms of mu-
sical instruments, the yong-bells which appeared in the Central Plains since the early West-
ern Zhou Dynasty had similar decors with that of the yong-bells of the middle and lower rea-
ches of the Yangtze River, but sharply different from the decors of the bronze vessels of the
Central Plains; down to the mid and late Western Zhou Dynasty, the styles of the yong-bells
“decors of the Central Plains gradually became consistent with that of other bronzes of the
same area, and meanwhile, long inscriptions began to appear on the yong-bells. This phe-
nomenon reflected that the yong-bells also had a procedure of conversion from the style of

the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River to that of the Central Plains.
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