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The Historical Memory of Nanjing Massacre in These 80 Years

Wang Weixing

Abstract: The Nanjing Massacre happened 80 years ago is an unforgettable painful memory in
the heart of Chinese especially those people in Nanjing. During and after the World War Two with
the spreading of survivors” and witnesses’ diaries and memories especially after the investigation on
Japanese atrocities in Nanjing and the trials on Japanese war crimes the Nanjing Massacre was well
known in the world which means the personal memory has become the collective memory. Since
1950s’  the developing of Nanjing Massacre as a historical memory has experienced several stages
from the silence in the context of national political competition to local memory national memory.
In 2015 Documents of Nanjing Massacre was inscribed on Memory of World Register by the Interna—
tional Advisory Committee of UNESCO’ s Memory of the World Program which means a big step
from national memory to human memory. The evolution of the historical memory of Nanjing Massacre
reflect the deepening process on the cognition and understanding on its essence which corresponded
to the trend of the world and reflected the longing of the human society to world peace.
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