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Nanjing M assacre Studies in China and Japan;

A Retrospect and Consideration

ZHANG Lianhong
( Research Center for Nanjing M assacre Studies Nanjing Nomal University Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract NanjingMassacre is the most ferocious atrocity in human history In the past20 years
Sino~Japanese scholars have achieved much i the studies of the tragedy though there still exist be-
ween scholars of the two nations and among those in Japan evident disagreements in the recognition
of the Massacte number of victins causes as well as how to paraphrase the historical data The di-
vergence in understanding the history has been made bigger by such factors as the attitudes adopted by
the Japanese govemment towards the war the unstable intemational politics the perspectives taken
by the scholars and the public and the missing of the key historical data relating to Nanjing M assacre
Therefore a canmon goal for Smo~Japanese scholars will be putting aside politics establishing a plat
fom for academ ic dialogues and adopting a shared perspective of human civilization in their study of
this history
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