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A Brief Review of the Academic History of the Naxi Studies in Germa-
ny

Yang Fuquan

Abstract: The Naxi studies in Germany have been carried out from the perspectives of linguistics
and philology since the early 1960s. The outstanding achievements include not only the first systematic
publication of the catalogue of the Naxi manuscripts collected in the national library of Germany but
also the publication of some related academic woks which have made the point that the study of
ancient Dongba books in ancient Naxi language should be combined with the study of modern Naxi lan—
guage and texts and carried out an in—depth study of the texts in modern Naxi language. The Naxi
studies by the German anthropologists such as Opitz since the 1990s have embodied the German
scholars’emphasis on positivism and analytical thinking and the study of the ritual drums in the Hima—
laya region and the Dongba exhibition focused on the myth of the origin have reflected their characteris—
tic of combining the microscopic and macroscopic studies. In addition the quite thorough studies of the
Naxi folklore and the Mosuo social conventions by the young and middle—aged German scholars since
the 1990s have also represented the early results of the studies in those fields by contemporary Western
scholars.
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