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A New Study of The Stele of Offering Alms Bestowed at the Buddhist Temple
in the Mountain of Ceylon”
SHEN Ming

Nanjing Library,Nanjing,Jiangsu,210018)

Abstract:* The Stele of Offering Alms Bestowed at the Buddhist Temple in the Mountain of Ceylon”
(also named as The Galle Trilingual Stone) is a collection of the Colombo National Museum of Sri Lanka. It
was carved with inscriptions in three languages: Chinese, Tamil and Persian. Since its discovery in 1911,
many scholars have tried to decipher the inscriptions. Due to the severe decay of the stele, the Tamil and Per-
sian texts were hardly deciphered. The Chinese texts, which are mostly recognizable, have been interpreted
in different versions. The author took his opportunity as a Chinese cultural diplomat in Sri Lanka to visit the
Museum himself to check the Chinese epigraph on the stele carefully, compared them with the historical re-
cords, and finally achieved his own Chinese interpretation updated, which amends the mistakes of the other
versions made by previous scholars. According to the author, the stele was carved in Nanjing of China in the
Second month of the Seventh Regnal Year of Yongle of the Ming Dynasty (1409 A.D.) and in the ninth month
of the same year was brought to the Ceylon (Sri Lanka) by the Admiral Zheng He’ s fleet during his second
navigation to Indian Ocean and erected in Ceylon in the next year (1410 A.D.).

Key words: Zheng He (Cheng Ho) The Mountain of Ceylon Alms bestowed offering; The Galle Trilin-
gual Stone; Zheng He’ s Navigation
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