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Origin and Development of the Different Versions of The Four Medical Tantras

Phuntsog Dorje
(School of Tibetan Medicine, Qinghai University, Xining, Qinghai 810016)

Abstract: This article studied 20 different wooden carved versions of Gyushi: the Four Medical Tantras (rgyud—
bzhi), introduced the revisers, postscript writers, sponsorsof the different versions, their time and placesof carv-
ing, and the current state of these versions. It also has compared and analyzed the connections between these ver-
sions. It is concluded that "gra—thang par—-ma" is the oldest and original version of all other versions, it has high-
est research value. There are six different versions derived from this original one, including "lo—ro par-ma", "e—
rong cha—dkar par-ma" and so on. The second edition of "po—ta—la par-ma" is acknowledged as the most stan-
dard version with least mistakes, and obtains the highest academic value. There are six different versions derived
from this one, including "the second edition of sde—dge par—ma", the Beijing edition and so on. The publication
of "gra—thang par—-ma" and the second edition of "po—ta—la par—ma" has had a profound impact on dissemina-
tion and popularization of the Tibetan medicine, and it also has played an important role in the exchange of the
traditionalChinese medical culture.

Keywords: The Four Medical Tantras; wooden carved versions;origin and development of the versions; the Tibet-

an medicine
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