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A Study of Bronzes and Their Inscriptions Verified as Not Genuine
by Authenticators throughout China, and a Discussion of Several
Theoretical Questions Regarding Authentication

Du Naisong

ABSTRACT: The author has conducted a comprehensive typological examination of typological
material regarding non-genuine bronze vessels and their inscriptions produced in the 1990s
by cultural relics and archaeological bodies nationwide in the state-led project to authenticate
cultural relics. Here the author presents his findings regarding the content of these forgeries,
related to the bronze objects themselves, their decoration, and the inscriptions on them,
and examines the interrelationship between these elements of forgery, describing in relative
detail the different methods used to produce forged inscriptions and their content, as well
as the complexity of these contents. The author also provides a description of the unique
characteristics of bronze mirror forgeries. The article also outlines highly significant theoretical
aspects of several prominent issues related to the forgery of bronzes and the inscriptions on
them, notably the origins and history of such forgeries, and a consideration of concepts and
methods of forgery.

KEY WORDS: Nation-wide cultural relics authentication system; bronze inscriptions; jinwen;
assessing forgeries; forgery; imitations; standard vessels.

Statistical Materials Regarding a Century
of Inscribed Oracle Bone Discoveries

Sun Yabing

ABSTRACT: It is more than a century since 1899, when the first inscribed oracle bones were
discovered, so how many have been found since then? Past statistics have estimated that there
are between 100,000 and 150,000 discovered pieces, but this statistical discrepancy comes
about because different methods of counting and of defining a piece have been followed. A
more scientific calculation that yields a more reliable result is clearly required. On the basis of
catalogues detailing inscribed oracle bone holdings in public and private collections in China
and abroad and using the statistical methodology devised by Hu Houxuan, the author concludes
that approximately 130,000 separate oracle bone inscriptions are in collections throughout the
world.

KEY WORDS: Oracle bones; inscribed oracle bones; number of oracle bones in collections.

The article Chinese appears
from page 006 to 023.
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